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As millennium nears, city leaders
ponder St. Matthews of the future

The turning of another year and
the approach of a new millennium
have Mayor Art Draut and the city
council in a contemplative mood.

In recent weeks they have been
discussing (informally) such topics as
the nature of government and the
meaning of freedom — all, of course,
in the context of day-to-day issues.

At a council meeting not long ago,
for example, a resident of an apart-
ment on Breckenridge Lane asked

for the future?

Are there city services that should
be offered but aren’t? Are there any
offerednow that shouldbe eliminated?

Should the city use its planning
andzoning powersto preservethecity’s
current character, or rather as a means
of promoting development and foster-
ing growth and prosperity?

If the city has a surplus, should it °
be spent for some provident public
purpose, or returned to the people, -

What kind of St. Matthews do you want,
for now 'and for the future?

whether.there weren't a law requiring

| landlords to trim shrubs and provide

good lighting in the interest of resi-
dents’ safety.

St. Matthews hasno such law. The
city’s attorney advised the complain-
ant to petition the landlord, and if that
didn’t work, to hire a lawyer.

Should the city have such a law?

Similarly, a council member re-
cently argued that the city ought to let
residents and business owners know
that they should have all their leaves
raked and picked up by now.

Should the city simply hope and
trust that residents will maintain their
yards out of civic pride, or pass a law
that all properties must be clear of
leaves by a certain date, presumably
with enforcement provisions to beused
against those who miss the deadline?

More generally: What kind of St.
Matthews do you want, for now and

perhaps as a tax break?

Should the council be predisposed
to look favorably on proposals that
would promote growth but would
worsen problems such as traffic con-
gestion and noise pollution?

Is it heartening, or worrisome,
when the St. Matthews Area Business
Association issues a proclamation
thanking the city council for its sup-
port and cooperation?

Should the city belooking for ways
to involve more citizens in the govern-
ing process?

Is the city doing all it can to im-
prove its residents’ quality of life?

Now is the time to make your
views known; the city’s leaders are all
ears.

Please put your comments in writ-
ing, address them tothe mayor and the
council, and mail or bring them to City

Hall.




Library has winter activities for children and adults

If you're suffering from those win-
tertime blues, seek relief at the St.
Matthews/Eline branch of the Louis-
ville Free Public Library, which, be-
sides having a great selection of recre-
ational and reference reading, has
scheduled the following Tuesday
evening programs for adults:

The library’s monthly book discus-

sions are scheduled every third Thurs-
day of themonthat 11 a.m. OnFeb. 19
the topic will be “Cold Mountain,” by
Charles Frazier; on March 19 it will be
“Charms for the Easy Life,” by Kay
Gibbon.

Dr. Douglas Kane will be featured
onJan, 27 at7 p.m. in a program titled,
“A Chiropractor Looks at Winter Inju-
ries.
At 7 p.m. on Feb. 10, the program

will be “Taking Care of Yourself in a
Relationship,” presented by counsel-
ors from Seven Counties Services.

OnFeb. 24, alsoat 7 p.m., the topic
will be “Living With Grief: Coping
With the Loss of a Loved One," featur-
ing Julie McGee of Hospice of Louis-
ville.

On March 3, 10, 17 and 24, Rick
Shafferman of Edward Jones Invest-
ment Group will conduct 7 p.m. finan-
cial seminars; callthe branch tosign up.

On Thursday, March 26, writer
Genie K. Potter will present a slide

show and discuss her recent book,
“Kentucky Women: Two Centuries of

Atthe urging of area residents, new signs were installed at Hycliffe

There is almost always a crowd of people of all ages at the St.

* Matthews/Eline branch of the Louisville Free Public Library.

Indomitable Spirit and Vision.”

Programs for children:

_ On Jan. 21 at 4 p.m,, library staff
will host a bear craft activity and sto-
ries for children ages 5-10.

A program titled “Fluffy Tales” —
stories about kittens and puppies for
kids ages 3-8 — is scheduled for the
regular Family Story Time of 7 p.m. on
Jan. 22.

The following Thursday’s program
is a “Teddy Bear Show” for children 3-
8, who may bring their favorite teddy

Ave. and Wallace Ave. recently, making it a four-way stop.

or other stuffed animal along to hear
the bear tales and songs and share in a
tasty snack. (This program will be re-
peated on Friday, Jan. 30, at 11 a.m.)

A program for children 3 and
younger will be held at 10 a.m. on Jan.
30.

Friends of the St. Matthews/Eline
library have contributed funds for a
computer scanner, bookcases and
meeting-room furniture. For more in-

formation about the group, call the
branch at 574-1771.

$5 million bond issue
approved for Ursuline

The City Council has approved a
$5 million bondissue for Ursuline Cam-
pus Schools Inc., to beused for renova-
tions and improvements. (This involves
no obligation on the city’s part, but
enables Ursuline to borrow money ata
discount rate.)

The council also introduced an or-
dinance that would create a new posi-
tion of zoning-enforcement officer. St.
Matthews would share the officer with
the cities of Lyndon and Hurstbourne.

The council also voted to continue
the summer trolley service for another
year, although ridership has been dis-
appointing.






